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	City of Portsmouth Department of Permits and Inspections


Memo
To:	Public and Staff
From:	Douglas K. Smith, MCP; Building/Code Official
Date:	March 27, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]Re:	Permit requirements for FLOOD ZONES

In accordance with the City of Portsmouth Flood Zone Ordinance and the Uniform Statewide Building Code 2015, all improvements, repairs, or alterations to property in the flood hazard zones require permits.  Section 108.2 exemption 2 states: Application for a permit may be required by the building official for any items exempted in this section which are located in a special flood hazard area. A structure, in whole or in part, located in a flood hazard zone will require a permit to replace, repair or improve the following items:

· Structural elements, interior and exterior finish elements, including but not limited to:
· 
· Foundations (e.g., spread or continuous foundation footings, perimeter walls, pilings, columns, posts, etc.)
· Monolithic or other types of concrete slabs
· Exterior finishes (e.g., brick, stucco, siding, painting, and trim)
· Windows and exterior doors 
· Roofing, gutters, and downspouts
· Non-bearing walls, Bearing walls, Beams, Trusses, Joists
· Subflooring, framing , Ceilings     
· Hardware
· Decks, Sheds and porches

· Floor finishes (e.g., hardwood, ceramic, vinyl, linoleum, stone, and wall-to-wall carpet over subflooring)
· Bathroom tiling and fixtures
· Wall finishes (e.g., drywall, paint, stucco, plaster, paneling, and marble)
· Built-in cabinets, bookcases and furniture (e.g., kitchen, utility, entertainment, storage, and bathroom)
· Interior doors, Interior finish carpentry
· Insulation
· HVAC equipment
· Plumbing fixtures and piping
· Electrical wiring, outlets, and switches Light fixtures and ceiling fans
· Security systems
· Built-in appliances
· Central vacuum systems 
· Water filtration, conditioning, and recirculation systems
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