Dear Members of the Portsmouth Family,
In an effort to keep the community informed on the casino gaming project, I wanted to provide a
resource for our community to learn about the project as it is currently proposed, who is involved, and
next steps. It is very important to me that the community is well-informed about the opportunities that
lie ahead. I hope that this webpage will be a resource you can use, share with family and friends, and
provide a comprehensive understanding of the issues so that you can form your own opinion on the
project.
Sincerely,
Dr. L. Pettis Patton
City Manager
What is Proposed?:
Portsmouth Resorts LLC, a business headed up by local developer John Lawson of W.M. Jordan, is
working with the city of Portsmouth to develop a mixed-use project at 8 Crawford Parkway. The
proposed project includes the building of a casino, residential, a resort hotel and parking deck on the
former Holiday Inn Site. Before the project can begin, the Virginia General Assembly must approve
legislation authorizing casino gaming. Following the passage of the legislation, the citizens of the City
of Portsmouth will have their voices heard with a vote on a referendum in November. Senate Bill
SB1126, sponsored by chief patron Senator L. Louise Lucas, when ratified creates the Virginia
Casino Gaming Commission as the licensing body for casino gaming. The bill specifies the licensing
requirements for casino gaming and imposes penalties for violations of the casino gambling
law–additionally, the bill establishes the Gambling Treatment Support Fund administered by the
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Development Services to assist problem gamblers. SB1126
contains additional stipulations on how the proceeds will be reallocated. The proposed $650 million
casino and resort hotel would provide 3,000 jobs in their first year of operations.

LINKS TO LOCAL MEDIA:
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/portsmouth/portsmouth-now-rolling-the-dice-on-bringing-a-casino-to-thecity/1701171760
https://www.wavy.com/video/andy-fox-reports-of-plans-for-a-casino-in-portsmouth_20190114152421/1701211544
https://wtvr.com/2019/01/14/lawmakers-tout-plan-for-casinos-in-bristol-danville-and-portsmouth/
https://pilotonline.com/news/local/article_fbf5febc-1831-11e9-b6e1-5fbc91858f40.html
https://pilotonline.com/news/local/article_d7896290-1907-11e9-ba4d-7b1344aec159.html
https://wtkr.com/2019/01/14/state-lawmakers-announce-legislation-to-build-casino-in-portsmouth/
https://www.apnews.com/0443d1352efe455b8ef497f09fdc3d6e
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/portsmouth/could-a-casino-be-coming-to-portsmouth/291a6b98498-ef9f-4938-836e-03b889fa9867
http://www.pechanga.net/category/issue-tag/virginia-gaming
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/lawmakers-push-for-casinos-in-3-virginia-cities/2019/01/14/5b12d0ce-182711e9-b8e6-567190c2fd08_story.html?utm_term=.6dd5b0f0f9d6
https://www.heraldcourier.com/news/casino-supporters-join-efforts-in-virginia/article_68304240-1819-11e9-925d1b66e7bd7b4d.html
https://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/government-politics/general-assembly/virginia-s-casino-question-move-fastto-grab-gambling-dollars/article_cc844522-8170-5ee1-9be0-6f5a6310ece1.html
https://virginiapublicradio.org/2019/01/14/a-casino-push-in-bristol-danville-and-portsmouth/
http://theroanokestar.com/2019/01/14/general-assembly-to-consider-legalizing-sports-betting/

