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Table set for a Star

Lowes & Home Depot
Sponsors of
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Portsmouth’s ‘ambassadors of clean’ sponsored their 5th an-
nual Recognition Banquet on October 22nd at the Sand Bar Center
of  the Naval Medical Center.  This festive occasion sported linen
table cloths sprinkled with glittered stars, and pansies.  This was
the Commission’s annual opportunity to acknowledge all who have
aided in meeting the challenge of helping Portsmouth clean up its
act.

At this year’s event over 65 attendees
and over 50 Adopt-A-Spot participants
were recognized with certif icates of appreciation, a banquet
styled dinner, and mementos of thanks for volunteer service.
Keynote speaker Captain Eugene Taylor of  the Hampton
Roads Jail, familiarized the audience with its community ser-
vice program and efforts, and explained how they had won place
recognition in last year’s 2001 Clean Community Commission
Recognition Contest.

The Adopt-A-Spot program is an integral key to the success
of  the Clean Community Commission.  These 50+ spots cover
over 50 square miles within the city of Portsmouth.  The spot
holders pledge to beautify and keep the spots litter-free if pos-
sible.  A myraid of church groups, civic leagues, and commu-
nity groups participate in this program annually and make a
significant impact on litter clean up in the city.

Operation Clean Up Portsmouth winners were awarded plaques
and recognized for their community improvement efforts.

All together these groups collected over 145,130 lbs. of bulk from
early spring to the end of the summer.  These civic groups were also
awarded free passes for the use of Bide-A-Wee Golf Course and

golfcarts, compliments of Andy Giles* and Bide-A-Wee.

The Recognition Contest Winners were also
announced at the Banquet.  Applications were
submitted in the categories of outstanding
individual; community group; governmental
organization; or other category.   The follow-
ing were awarded in ranked order with the
most points accumulated as assigned by a
volunteer judge’s panel:

Contest Winners
• West Park View Community League

Outstanding Community Group &
Mayor’s Outstanding Achievement Award

• Master Gardeners of
Virginia Cooperative Extension
Outstanding Governmental Organization &
Chairman’s Outstanding Achievement Award

(continued on page 2)
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Season’s Greetings
from Our Clean Community

to Yours!
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CLAUDIA ’S CORNER

Happy Holidays

Operation Clean-up Portsmouth Awards
1place Churchland West Civic League

and its president Ventry Smith
2place was Wilson Ward Civic League of

Truxtun and its president
Saundra Shuler

3place went to Parkview Civic League and
its clean up coordinator Tom Powers
and civic league president Al Tyler



The Banquet
and Awards

Awards Table at Sand Bar Center
Naval Medical Center

Master Gardener’s of Virginia
Cooperative Extension

Chairman’s Outstanding
Achievement Award & Outstanding

Governmental Organization

Tom Powers (center)
Parkview - 3rd Place

Operation Clean Up
Portsmouth Winner &

Joseph Kozak (right) Swim-
ming Point - Outstanding

Individual Award

West Park View’s
Brenda Turner & Kathy Carey

Outstanding Community Group
& Mayor ’s Outstanding

Achievement Award

Keynote Speaker
Capt. Eugene Taylor

Hampton Roads Regional Jail

Recognition 2002
Continued

YWilson Ward Civic League
Outstanding Community Group

YPRIDE Students of Cradock Middle School
Outstanding School Group

YJoseph Kozak of Swimming Point
Outstanding Individual

Special acknowledgements were also given to Brenda Turner and Walter Broda
recent commissioners whose terms have expired.  Lowes* of  Portsmouth’s Victory
Crossing provided gift cards that were given to 5 civic leagues and Home Depot*  of
Chesapeake Square donated 50 6 inch pansy pots that were given to all Adopt-A-Spot
participants.

* Sponsors of Donations for Recognition Ceremony.

Green Thumbs for Everyone
Hints for a Happy
and Green Holiday
Indoors and Out
by Dabney Morgan of Coleman Nursery

The cold weather is here and the holiday is right around
the corner.  Since plants are now disappearing  with the cold
weather, this is an excellent time to prune and shape your shrubs
and trees.  Keep in mind, though, once you cut them off, they
will be excellent for you to use indoors for your decorating.

FIRE SAFETY. - Be sure and practice good safety and
keep the fresh trees and greens away from the direct heat, and of
course, be careful of how long we leave them indoors because
of the fire hazard.

CHRISTMAS TREE & GREENS.  Also, to help you
keep these things fresher, there are commercial products on the
market that you can spray on your greens and keep them from
drying out. There are Christmas tree preservatives to keep your
trees from losing their sap.  Also, I have a home remedy that I
recommend, that works quite well for your fresh Christmas trees.
Now remember the first thing that we do on our Christmas tree
is we make a fresh cut on the bottom of the tree.

Recipe for tree preservative -
use two aspirin,
1 cup of Karo syrup
1 quart of luke warm water.

Submerge the trunk of the tree in that solution as long as it
will keep soaking up, always maintain an ample supply so that
it continues soaking it up.  This will help hold your needles
longer through the season.

DECORATING INDOORS.  Holiday season, decorate
indoors with blooming plants such as Christmas cactus and
Poinsettias.  To keep them fresh, keep them out of drafts  and
away from direct heat.

These plants will need to be watered regularly, but remember,
with all blooming plants, it is better to keep them damp, water
often, but not wet.  Water sparingly, so that consequently, you
keep the soil damp, but not real wet.

Because of the drought of this summer, remember our
wildlife has a limited food supply so this will be an
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Operation Clean Up
Portsmouth 2002

Results
Pounds

Truxton 27,160

Cradock 14,340

West Park View 9,500

Highland Biltmor e 32,740

Churchland 35,560

Parkview 25,830

Grand total Operation Clean Up

145,130 Pounds City-Wide

Welcome
New Members

Commissioner
Jimmy Gillerlain

relaying bio of keynote
speaker Capt. Taylor.

Commissioner
Kimberly Little
reciting poetry

commemorating
the occasion.
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I hope that at the end of the year when you make your
New Year’s resolution, you keep in mind to add gardening,
conservation, recycling and of course we always want to con-
sider our environment.  I hope everyone has a very Merry Christ-
mas, a Happy New Year, and we will see everybody next time
– this is Dabney signing off.

A

excellent time to feed our wild-life birds and keep a good supply
of bird seed out for them, and of course they need water so we
want to keep a bird bath near by as well too.


